Short Essays – Chapter 15
1. Autonomy in determining our own medical fates is one of the hallmarks of current ethical views. One of the gray zones that poses especially interesting questions is the issue of determining the medical fates of children. What ethical issues must be weighed and balanced when determining the medical fate of a child when the decision of the parents is at odds with society’s standards for how such a child should be cared for? As you consider this question please read “Four scenarios” by Raanan Gillon in Journal of Medical Ethics , 2003;29:267–8.

2. In the case of Tay–Sachs, couples who are carriers electing not to marry or have children substantially reduced the rate of Tay–Sachs in some communities. If couples in which one of the partners has epilepsy were willing to forgo having children for fear of passing along epilepsy, is there any expectation that such a decision would have any significant impact on the rate of epilepsy in their communities? As you consider this question please read “Ethical, legal and social dimensions of epilepsy genetics” by Sara Shostak and Ruth Ottman in Epilepsia , 2006;47:1595–602.
3. Population-based genetic screening has led to substantial reductions in some severe genetic traits in specific communities. Are there any downsides to programs of this kind, and what might be done to minimize such negative aspects to the programs? As you consider these questions, please read: “Can population-based carrier screening be left to the community?” by Aviad E. Raz in Journal of Genetic Counseling , 2009;18:114–18.

4. When it was found that some breast cancer mutations were especially linked to one racial/ethnic group, researchers shifted their focus away from individual families and onto that population. When studies focus on one particular ethnic group, what are the consequences for other groups? As you consider this question, please read: “Ashkenazi Jews and breast cancer: The consequences of linking ethnic identity to genetic disease” by Sheri L. Brandt-Rauf and her colleagues in American Journal of Public Health , 2006;96:1979–88.
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