BOX 41.4

IMPULSIVITY AND COMPULSIVITY

Impulsivity can be defined behaviorally as “actions which are poorly conceived, prematurely expressed, unduly risky, or inappropriate to the situation and that often result in undesirable consequences” (Durana and Barnes, 1993). However, compulsivity can be captured by a modification of the definition of impulsivity: actions inappropriate to the situation which persist, have no obvious relationship to the overall goal, and which often result in undesirable consequences (e.g., operationally defined as responding for a drug or alcohol in the face of adverse consequences

(Wolffgramm & Heyne, 1995), respondi g in the face of punishment (Vanderschuren & Everitt, 2004), perseveration in reversal learning (Walker, Robbins, & Roberts, 2009), or responding for a drug or alcohol on a progressive-ratio schedule of reinforcement (Walker, Rasmussen, Raskind, Koob, 2008)).
