General Key to Common
Stream Macroinvertebrates

KEY 1

Soft-bodied with a hard Bodied not enclosed in a
calcareous shell hard calcareous shell
(Mollusca)

Body enclosed in two
hinged shells (Bivalvia)
clams and mussels

Adults and most larvae
with segmented legs.
Larvae without legs have

prolegs and/or mandibles

Body enclosed in

a single shell @

(Arthropoda)
Shell in a whorl ‘l'
(Gastropoda) Legs absent in
snails all life stages Go to KEY 2

Shell not in
obvious whorl
(Gastropoda)
limpets Unsegmented flat
worms
7 (Turbellaria)
= Shell whorl planar
(Planorbidae) Shell whorl
spiraled

Segmented worms

With spire pointing up, With spire pointing up,
apeture on the right apeture on the left
(Lymnaeidae)

(Physidae) Seamented worms Segmented worms with
w?thout suckers anterior and posterior
(Oligochaeta) suckers (Hirudinea)
leaches
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