
Indicates size or range of sizes

1. ANIMALS IN HARD SHELL (Phylum Mollusca)
a. LIMPETS (Class Gastropoda) 

b. SNAILS (Class Gastropoda) 

c. CLAMS OR MUSSELS (Class Pelecypoda) 

SHREDDERS
Can also function as facultative Gathering Collectors

3. LARVAE IN PORTABLE CASE OR “HOUSE”. Go to KEY 2

4. LARVAE IN FIXED RETREAT WITH CAPTURE NET. Go to KEY 3
Note: Care must be taken when collecting to observe nets

5. WITHOUT CASE OR FIXED RETREAT.

a. WORM-LIKE LARVAE, WITHOUT JOINTED LEGS. Go to KEY 4

b. NYMPHS OR ADULTS WITH JOINTED LEGS. Go to KEY 5

6. DOES NOT FIT KEY 5 EXACTLY. Go to KEY 6 
or KEY 7

KEY TO FUNCTIONAL FEEDING GROUPS

2. SHRIMP-LIKE ANIMALS (Class Crustacea)

FILTERING COLLECTORS

SCRAPERS

Snails are generalized (facultative) feeders 
and can also function as Shredders. 

SCRAPERS

Decapoda Isopoda Amphipoda
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