
Foreleg with
Filtering hairs

KEY 2

FIRST LEVEL OF RESOLUTION

LARVAE IN PORTABLE CASE
Caddisflies (Order Trichoptera)

Families Limnephilidae (in part) 
Lepidostomatideae (in part) Phyrganeidae, 

Leptoceridae (in part)

Families Glossosomatidae, 
Limnephilidae (in part), Helicopsychidae

SHREDDERS SCRAPERS

SECOND LEVEL OF RESOLUTION considers a few fairly common caddisflies that would be misclassified above
on the basis of case composition alone.

CASES ORGANIC

Family Brachycentridae(in part)

CASES MINERAL

Family Leptoceridae (in part)

FILTERING COLLECTORS GATHERING COLLECTORS

CASES, ORGANIC
Leaf, stick, needle, bark

CASES MINERAL
Sand, fine gravel

Cases square in cross section
and tapered, with no bark or flat leaf
pieces included. Front attached to 
substrate. Larvae extend legs and
filter the current

Family Leptoceridae (in part)

GATHERING COLLECTORS

Cases long, slender and
tapered, made of plant material

Cases long, slender and tapered 
(mostly fine sand) or cases ovoid 
and very flat in cross section
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