
KEY 6

SECOND LEVEL OF RESOLUTION considers some fairly common insects that do not fit in the above key or would be misclassified on the basis of 
body shape alone.

LARVAE, NYMPHS, OR ADULTS WITH JOINTED LEGS 
WITHOUT CASE OR FIXED RETREAT

WITH LONG TAIL(S) OR
CAUDAL HOOKS 

CAUDAL HOOKS 

PREDATORS

3 LONG CERCI

Body shape ovoid
Rear end often erected

scorpion-like when disturbed

Family Ephemerellidae (in part), 
Caenidae, Tricorythidae

Body shape cylindrical.
Long hairs on inside 

of front legs.

Family 
Isonychiidae

GATHERING 
COLLECTORS

FILTERING 
COLLECTORS

WITHOUT LONG TAILS. 
Beetles (Order Coleoptera)

With ventral suckers
or disc shape.

Head and legs totally 
concealed beneath.

Water Pennies 
(Family Psephenidae)

Slender, larvae,
triangular in cross section

Adult beetle

SCRAPERS

(Order Diptera)
Lobed body.

Ventral suckers.

Family Blephariceridae
SCRAPERS

Riffle Beetles 
(Family Elmidae)

Riffle Beetles
(Family Elmidae)

GATHERING 
COLLECTORS

If larva has spines along
lateral margins, it is a wood-
eating Shredder

1 TAIL (FILAMENT)

Family Sialidae

Family Corydalidae
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