
KEY 4

FIRST LEVEL OF RESOLUTION

WORM-LIKE LARVAE WITHOUT JOINTED LEGS

SMALL

smaller than 

LONG AND SLENDER 

True Midges (Family Chironomidae)

Note: Subtract 10% of count for Predators

GATHERING COLLECTORS

BOWLING PIN SHAPE

Bulbous base usually fastened tightly
to substrate

Blackflies (Family Simuliidae)

FILTERING COLLECTORS

Larger than

LARGE

Head retractile and poorly developed
Caudal lobes with eye-like spiracles 

Craneflies (Family Tipulidae (in part) 

SHREDDERS

SECOND LEVEL OF RESOLUTION considers some worm-like Predators that would be misclassified in the above key.

WORM-LIKE LARVAE WITHOUT
JOINTED LEGS

LARGE
SMALL

Prolegs poorly developed 
or absent; jaws well 
developed; very activePosterior segment swollen

Head retractile

Family Tipulidae (Eriocera type) Family Athericidae

Prolegs along entire length
Head visible

Family Tipulidae (Dicranota type)

PREDATORS
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